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the star they had seen in the east went
ahead of them until it stopped over the

place where the child was.
Matthew 2:9

The Rainbow’s End

Part fivein the series Preparing for Christmas

Today isthefirst day of anew year. Last year isover, its story told. But not this
one. Today we begin with a clean dlate. Tradition suggests that resolutions arein
order—commitments for how we will live the coming year. We make resolutions to lose
weight, eat healthier foods, exercise more, be a better husband and father or wife and
mother. But along with those resolutions we also have our dreams—aspirations we want
to pursue, and gains we hope to achieve. It isthe pursuit of those dreams that leads us
down the paths that we hope will take us to the rainbow’ s end we are chasing.

Thisyear | have some dreams—picturesin my mind of how | want life to be for
me, my family, and for others around me. Because | believe they can become reality,
these dreams are my vision for the future. The choices | make, al of them, will be
founded on achieving the vision | have. It seemsthat all | must do isto keep my eyeson
my feet, watchful that they remain true to the path | set for my self. But no matter how
carefully | follow that path, | have discovered that my vision may not lead where God
wants to take me.

The Magi must have made the same discovery as they chose to follow the star
shining before them. Surely they had avision of life for themselves, their families, and
others around them. They must have had other choices for the use of their time, other
destinations they might seek, other parties to receive their gifts. But the Magi chose to let
go of their own vision and follow the star that God had placed before them. The star led
them to the Christ Child.

Asthis new year begins, | pray for wisdom to let go of my vision and follow the
star that God has placed before me. | pray for strength to keep my eyes on the star, not
on my feet. | pray for faith that God will make my steps true to the rainbow’ s end—

And Christ will be there.

“You are the light of the world,”

Richard *

Permission is hereby granted for reproduction and redistribution of this edition of Reflections provided all applicable copyright laws
are properly observed.
Y our comments are welcomed and encouraged. Richard may be reached at richard@reflectingthesavior.org.




